
FALL
UPDATE

Every day there is a flurry of construction activity inside the 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross as the massive and historic renovation 
project continues steadily. 

“We’re on track to be open for this coming Holy Week,” said Very 
Rev. Kevin O’Leary, Rector of the Cathedral. “But in order to get 
there, we still need additional support to fund this once-in-a-
lifetime restoration.”

Work at the ceiling level including cleaning and refinishing the 
arched trusses and wood paneling, restoring historical detailing 
such as cross medallions and the galeros, redoing the lighting and 
electrical, installing sprinklers, and preservation of the clerstory 
stained-glass windows is all nearly completed. The 75-foot 
temporary “ballroom floor” suspended on a massive network 
of scaffolding, which has filled the interior of the Cathedral for 
months, is finally starting to be disassembled. As the scaffolding 
is taken down work can commence to install the new flooring in 
the nave.

Learn about the whole project on the Cathedral website at 
holycrossboston.com/renovation. Keep up with the latest 
progress on the project through our social media accounts on 
Facebook (fb.me/rcabCathedral), Twitter (@BostonCathedral), 
and Instagram (@BostonCathedral). 
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NEW MISSIONARIES ARRIVE AT CATHEDRAL; SPEND 
SUMMER EVANGELIZING IN SOUTH END

Guests enjoyed the music of Bach, Sowerby, Franck, Handel, and Whitlock performed 

on the recently restored Hook & Hastings organ at Saint John’s Seminary. Mark Dwyer, 

organist and choirmaster at The Church of the Advent performed on Sunday, October 

28 to benefit the Hook & Hastings organ at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross. This 29th 

annual benefit was performed in the chapel of Saint John’s Seminary in Brighton while 

the Cathedral undergoes a substantial interior restoration project. The concert was 

co-sponsored by the Boston Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.

This summer, the evangelization team at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross welcomed 
two new members. Diana Torres and 
Wendy Palacios, lay missionaries with the 
Missionary Sister Servants of the Word  
joined the Cathedral’s evangelization 
efforts led by Mother Petra Leon Torres, 
MSW. 

Following eight months of formation 
in California, the lay missionaries are 
sent out to apostolic works across the 
country for up to a year at a time. Diana, 
originally from Tacoma, Washington, and 
Wendy, who hails from Santa Ana, El 
Salvador, are both in their second year of 
missionary work. 

At the start of August, the sisters 
embarked on a 15-day “Saint Paul 
Mission” to evangelize door-to-door in 
the South End. After a morning Office of 
Readings, Rosary, Mass, and breakfast, 
they headed out with Bibles to bring 
the Gospel reading of the day to our 
neighbors. They prayed with people, 
taught the rosary, inquired about those 
who still needed sacraments of initiation 
and noting those homebound who need 
Holy Communion brought to them. “We 
continue to have contact with many of 
the people,” said Sister Petra. “We call 
them from time to time to see if they 
want us to come back to pray with them.” 
She added they’ve already seen people 

they’ve met with starting to come to the 
Cathedral, sign up for sacraments, and 
invite the missionaries back. 

The missionaries also organized a two-
week summer camp for kids ages 7 to 11, 
teaching on the importance and meaning 
of the sacraments using games, sketches, 
and hands-on activities.

They concluded their summer missionary 
work with a large celebration, inviting 
everyone in their various prayer groups, 
retreats, summer camps, and from the 
neighborhood evangelization.

SEMINARY HOSTS CATHEDRAL 
ORGAN BENEIFT RECITAL

Lay missionaries Diana Torres (left) and Wendy Palacios (right) stand with Mother Petra Leon Torres, MSW. 
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We are proud to announce and welcome 
Richard J. Clark as the new Director 
of Music of the Archdiocese of Boston 
and Director of Music and Organist of 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross.

Richard comes to the Cathedral as Leo 
Abbott, FAGO, ChM., announced his 
retirement after 33 years as Director of 
Music and Organist of the Cathedral. The 
Cardinal honored Leo for his faithful and 
dedicated service with the title of Director 
Emeritus. 

“The Cathedral of the Holy Cross is a 
center of worship, prayer and hope for 
those who visit this sacred building. 
Richard Clark will play an instrumental 
role in building on the fine work Leo 
Abbott has provided for more than three 

decades,” said Very Rev. Kevin J. O’Leary, 
Cathedral Rector. “This is an exciting 
time for the Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
community as we continue the work of 
restoring this majestic worship site for 
future generations.”

Richard served Saint Cecilia Parish in 
Boston for 28 years and has also served 
Boston College and the Jesuit Community 
as Organist and Cantor at Saint Mary’s 
Chapel since 2004. Furthermore, he has 
served the Archdiocese in numerous 
liturgical projects, conferences, and 
liturgies including directing music for the 
2017 and 2018 Presbyteral Ordinations, 
the Dedication Mass of the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Good Voyage, directing 
recordings of The Roman Missal Chants 
(2011), overseeing music for the 2016 

National Conference on Diocesan 
Vocation Directors, and editing the  “Music 
for First Communion and Confirmation 
–  A Catechetical Guide for Liturgical 
Celebrations”. In addition, he served on 
the Advisory Committee for the St. Paul 
Hymnal.

As a composer, his liturgical, choral, 
and organ works have been performed 
worldwide. As performer and composer 
his appearances include St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral (NY), Saint-Eustache (Paris), 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception (D.C.). Clark earned degrees 
from the Berklee College of Music and at 
The Boston Conservatory. 

Please join us in warmly welcoming 
Richard Clark to the Cathedral community.

RICHARD CLARK JOINS CATHEDRAL AS  
NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND ORGANIST

Clark also assumes newly-created role as Director of Music for the Archdiocese of Boston. 
Experienced composer and performer who most recently served Saint Cecilia Parish  

as Director of Music and Organist for 28 years.
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Parochial Vicar, Rev. Pablo Gomis, led a youth from the Cathedral parish on a 
pilgrimage this July to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception with a variety of spiritual stops along the way.

Starting off with Morning Prayer in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and a 
sending of the pilgrims by Cardinal Seán O’Malley, the next stop was the House 
of Spirituality in Newark, New Jersey. “There we had a beautiful Penance 
Celebration to begin our journey free of the heaviest weight possible, our own 
failings and shortcomings,” said Father Pablo. 

The group moved on to the National September 11 Memorial, where each person 
picked a victim by name to pray for during the week. While in Manhattan, the 
group also gave witness to the Gospel in Central Park, sharing the Good News 
with passers-by. 

Philadelphia came next, where the pilgrims visited the National Shrine of Saint 
John Neumann. The parishioners of Saint Charles Borromeo Church hosted 
the pilgrims during their stay in Philly and the two groups experienced “great 
communion between our parish and thiers,” added Father Pablo.

Arriving at their final stop, Washington D.C., the first visit was to the Museum 
of the Bible. In the afternoon, they took a group tour of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception and went to Mass. They also had time to visit 
important national sites in Washington, including the White House and the 
Capital Building.

“For me, above all, the pilgrimage has been a time in which our youth were 
given the opportuniuty to leave behind the noises of their daily lives and make 
room for God, a time in which our youth could experience by themselves tha 
God is alive and loves them as they are,” Father Pablo said.

Opening the next chapter in the 92-year history of 
Cathedral High School, a crowd of alumni, students 
and families, staff, partners, and benefactors gathered 
this morning at the school’s South End campus to 
witness the dedication and official opening of the 
new Applied Learning Center.

The new 15,000-square-foot facility, the result of an 
$8 Million “Full STEAM Ahead” campaign, enables 
Cathedral to expand programs for STEAM-based 
learning: science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics. The Applied Learning Center includes a 
design-based learning makerspace lab, complete with 
a state-of-the-art 3-D printer, an area dedicated to 
arts and cultural activities, as well as seven additional 
collaborative learning spaces. The school launched 
the campaign in September 2016, broke ground in 
April 2017, and now opened the Center in time for the 
start of the 2018-2019 school year.

Cathedral Rector, Very Rev. Kevin O’Leary, represented 
the Cathedral at the opening. Episcopal Vicar for the 
Central Region, Very Rev. James Flavin, led those 
present in prayer and blessed the building. 

President of the Board of Trustees Paul Chisholm 
thanked those who made the project possible and 
highlighted the special role of the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph, several of whom were present for the 
opening. The building was originally their home, 
the Cathedral Convent, before the renovations. The 
Center includes several features honoring the sisters’ 
decades of hard work and dedication to Cathedral 
High School and the Cathedral, most prominent of 
which is the preservation of original stained glass 
windows from the Cathedral Convent’s former chapel, 
now showcased and backlit in the Applied Learning 
Center’s lobby.

PARISH YOUTH MAKE  
EAST COAST PILGRIMAGE

CATHEDRAL HIGH 
OPENS EXPANSION

Very Rev. Kevin J. O’Leary 
Rector

Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley, OFM, Cap. 
Archbishop of Boston
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